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Teaching cannot be defined in words. However, I think teaching is a combination of knowledge and 

willingness. Through my TA experiences at the University of Pennsylvania, I came to realize that making a 

successful class heavily depends on the teacher’s willingness to make the class successful. Why do I believe 

this? I firmly believe this because English is not my native language, but I overcame the language barrier with 

my willingness and passion, and thus, I have successfully led classes.  

Building a personal relationship with each one of my students is my number one goal in my teaching 

philosophy. I came to realize that establishing an individual relationship can only occur outside of the 

classroom. By making the commitment to meet all of my students during the office hours, it enabled me to 

establish a strong and an intimate bond that goes beyond the superficial surface. I try to be accommodating to 

meet each student’s needs, whether it’s having office hours at 10 p.m. or on the weekend if necessary, or 

responding to emails promptly at any given time of the day. When exams or the due date for field projects 

approach, every slot of my office hours gets packed with my recitation students, and sometimes, even 

students from other sessions. At the personal level during the office hours, I am better able to meet each 

student’s specific needs, and I get to know their strengths and weaknesses. This is when students come out of 

their comfort zone, and they begin asking specific questions and sharing any problems or concerns that 

couldn’t be addressed in the classroom. This close relationship allows students to not only see me as an 

instructor, but as a friendly source of guidance who sincerely cares about them and their progress. All of this 

has been made possible because of the mutual trust that develops from having a personal relationship with 

students.    

A key strategy in becoming a successful instructor is being concerned first and foremost with students’ 

understanding of the material, rather than their performance or grade. Whenever linguistic concepts are 

difficult to comprehend, it is my responsibility to make these complex concepts digestible by distilling the 

information to its core components. This is done by re-wording the key concepts in the textbook into my 

own choice of words and providing relevant and clarifying examples. Sometimes, taking the extra step and 

making supplementary handouts is necessary to ensure understanding. For example, when I observed many 

students struggling with using a speech-analysis program called Praat, I developed a step-by-step handout to 

show the students how to implement this program into their field project assignments. In addition, when 

class time is not enough for students to understand the course material, I offer multiple supplementary 

sessions to further illustrate or reinforce concepts that need more attention. The main goal of  these sessions 

is to make sure that everyone understands the material and that there is not one student who is at a loss. One 

of  my students said, “Your additional handouts and review classes brought life to the material and made 

recitation something to look forward to, rather than something I opt to skip”.   

Last but not least, I strive to increase confidence in my students by using encouraging words. These 

hopeful choices of words lead to a friendly classroom atmosphere, thus making my students feel more 

comfortable while absorbing the material. This teaching strategy not only boosts morale, but it also enables 

students to see the task at hand in a more manageable light. Repetitive use of encouraging words makes a big 

difference in the students’ attitudes toward class. For example, in the beginning of the semester, students 

would complain and say that the tasks were difficult. However through my ongoing support, they are now 

more confident at accomplishing any given tasks. Their behavior has also changed from what was previously 

witnessed. A few months ago during the discussion time, students were often too shy to ask questions or to 

voluntarily answer to my easy questions. Now through the supportive atmosphere, their participation has 

increased, thus making the class more interactive and vibrant.  



 

 

All in all, I believe that a teacher’s willingness to provide a teaching atmosphere has a positive effect 

upon the students’ attitudes toward learning. With this in mind, first, I took an approach that focused on 

maintaining individual relationships with the students in order to abridge the distance that exists between an 

instructor and his or her students, which, indeed, has increased participation and interest among the students. 

Second, whenever necessary, I have offered extra office hours and supplementary classes to ensure the 

students’ understanding towards the course material and the field projects. I adopted this approach because I 

found that a one-hour meeting or recitation per week is not enough, so it was necessary to go above and 

beyond the call of  duty. Finally, instilling confidence of  learning in my students made a big difference, so that 

students find themselves confident in managing their tasks. TAing experiences at the University of  

Pennsylvania offered me an invaluable opportunity for my learning and growth. Thus, my aspiration is to 

become a college professor after graduation.  
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