
Franklin Fellowship) and was accepted 
to the University of Pennsylvania, an Ivy 
League school. I tried my very best there, 
successfully completed my PhD, and came 
to Cheongju University in 2015. 

It's been about 18 months since I came to 
Cheongju University. I'd like to share what I 
have experienced as I've taught. This article 
will explain my feelings and observations 
about my students, pointing out problems 
that may lead to poor outcomes in the 
future. The point of this article, however, 
is not to discourage anyone but instead to 
give suggestions and hope in achieving 
your future career goals. I know that my 
feelings and observations are not objective, 
and my advice is not geared toward anyone 
specific. I hope that this letter will be useful 
for someone who may be struggling with 
academic obstacles and need a good word of 
encouragement to keep going.

First and foremost, the number one problem 
I've noticed in a majority of my students is 
that they lack confidence. This issue seems 
quite simple and may sound repetitive, but 
it truly can be the foundation of all else. Let’s 
think about this lack of confidence issue 
for a minute. What do you gain from not 
having enough confidence? It ultimately 
leads to poor, negative outcomes, with 
mental depression and severe discourage-
ment. This vicious cycle repeats, on and on, 
and students eventually get into a deeper 
hole. Those who don’t have confidence are 
addicted to this vicious cycle, just like an 
addiction to alcohol, cigarettes, and drugs. 
To end this negative route, you must stop 
and think, and literally turn around. I firmly 
believe that one of many ways to overcome 
this begins with self-trust and self-encour-
agement. Please give it a try; you have 
nothing to lose. 

Most people—probably all!—want to be 
successful. This is obvious, but we also 

know that success is not freely obtained. 
It comes with much endurance, effort, 
energy, and time, which is based on the 
concept “no pain, no gain.” It seems that 
my students know about this concept, 
but I don't think they've truly, deeply 
understood its meaning. Since coming 
here, I have consulted with many students 
about their future career opportunities. 
Some of them have told me that they want 
to become a public officer, since it provides 
a lot of benefits—especially the guaranteed 
retirement at age 60. But, again, this great 
job doesn’t come for free. It requires about 
two years of long, intensive, very serious 
study. But what I hear from my students is 
that this seems like too much time and work 
to invest, and they would rather find other 
jobs that will quickly get them the results 
they desire. Please keep in mind that the 
more you invest, the more valuable job you 
will get. 

My next word of advice is not to use your 
background as an excuse. In other words, 
do not use your local school’s reputation 
as an excuse for not being successful. Your 
school's name cannot guarantee your 
success; rather, your own ability is what 
determines your results at the end. I’ve 
noticed many students saying, “I need to 
transfer to a better school, especially in 
Seoul.” The point is not about changing 
the status of where you are, but what you 
actually make out of yourself wherever 
you are. My life story is a perfect example. 
Surprisingly, as mentioned before, I didn’t 
go to an undergraduate school located in 
Seoul. I attended a local university, Hannam 
University in Daejeon, similar to Cheongju 
University. Who would have thought that 
a mediocre undergraduate student like 
me would be able to become an English 
professor at our school? Trust me, it was 
quite a journey from finishing my under-
graduate and master's studies at Hannam 
University, preparing for study abroad in 

America, applying for scholarships from 
various places, and finally flying to America 
and the University of Pennsylvania—a very 
prestigious Ivy League school—for my 
PhD. My background didn't hinder me from 
dreaming about such a long journey. Keep 
in mind that if I had been full of negative 
complaints about my background, I would 
not have had this dream for my life. (If you 
want to hear more details about my journey, 
please don’t hesitate to come visit me.)

Last, but most important, have hope, 
dream, and fly high. Helen Keller once 
said, “Optimism is the faith that leads to 
achievement. Nothing can be done without 
hope and confidence.” If Helen Keller, who 
became something from nothing, was able 
to achieve such a dream, why can’t my 
students be successful? No matter what 
your situation, I think yours is a much better 
starting place than hers was. It doesn't 
matter what kind of person you want to 
be, or what career you want to have: be 
optimistic and enthusiastic and fly high 
towards that goal. On a personal note, I 
see my students as the representatives of 
Cheongju Univeristy, although people don't 
agree with me at the beginning. Although it 
may sound silly, I am quite serious when I 
say the phrase to my students. I would you 
like to agree with me. It is time for you to 
shape the reputation of this university and 
be a great example for those who follow 
you. You can do it!

Self-introduction
Let me briefly introduce myself and give 
you some background about me. After 
completing my military service, I graduated 
from Hannam University for my undergrad 
and master’s degrees. When I first entered 
college, I was just a mediocre student who 
went to college simply because everyone 
else went, and because it was the next 
step after high school. But after finishing 
my military duties, everything started to 
change. I didn’t want to be a typical average 
student anymore; I really wanted to push 
myself to see how far I could reach aca-
demically. Since I was not born with a silver 
spoon in my mouth, money was the first 
problem I encountered. For me to continue 
receiving education, I had no other option 
but to earn a full scholarship by maintaining 
straight As and being the top of my class. 
Spending endless nights studying at the 
library and staying up to prepare for exams, 
I was able to attend both undergrad and 
graduate programs at Hannam University 
for free. After graduating, my dream grew 
even bigger than before: I wanted to go 
outside Korea and again see how far I can 
reach. And again, money was the issue. 
But this problem didn't stop me from 
dreaming. Finally, I was able to get two 
full scholarships (Fulbright and Benjamin 
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Fly high: 
A letter to 
my 
students

Have hope,
dream,

and fly high!

Let me summarize what I've said.  
Here are four pieces of my personal advice:

➊ Have confidence and trust yourself.
➋ Success is not obtained for free.
➌ Don’t use your background as an excuse.
➍ Have hope, dream, and fly high.

You can build your own life, so please invest 
what is necessary for success.
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